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Holy Haste 


By Ida A. Guirey 
Psa. 119%32 


IVE me such a heart, dear Lord, 
So devoted, steadfast, true, 
That when Thou dost give the word 
I shall run Thy will to do. 


Not with lagging steps and slow 
But with love to set the pace, 

Straightway, joyfully to go 
Running in the way of grace. 





God's Pleasure 


Does God really take pleasure in 
His children? The Bible says He does: 
“For the Lord taketh pleasure in his 
people: he will beautify the meek with 
salvation” (Psa. 149:4). Again: “The 
Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear 
him, in those that hope in his mercy” 
(Psa, 147:11). For anyone who has 
seen the sinfulness of his own heart in 
the light of Scripture, and whose con- 
science has been made tender by chas- 
tening and instruction in righteousness, 
this is a hard truth to grasp; for it seems 
incredible that Almighty, holy God, the 
Creator of the heavens and the earth, 
Should find anything pleasing in such 
sinners as we are. But it must be taken 
by faith, for there the fact stands in 
the Bible, and not only in the Old Tes- 
tament but also in the New where it is 
more fully developed. “We love him, 
because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19); 
and out of God’s love for us came the 


great salvation that we have in Christ. 
Notice, too, that His pleasure in us is 
in inverse proportion to our pleasure in 
ourselves; that is, the more we see our 
sinfulness and cry out with Paul, “O 
wretched man that I am!” and feel our 
need of the Saviour, the better pleased 
the Lord is. His heart goes out to those 
“that fear him, . that hope in his 
mercy,” and He delights to “beautify 
the meek with salvation.” It is all be- 
cause of Christ that God can have any 
pleasure in us. “It pleased the Lord to 
bruise him . . . and the pleasure of the 
Lord shall prosper in his hand” (Isa. 
53:10). David urged his friends to 
magnify the Lord, “which hath pleas- 
ure in the prosperity of his servant” 
(Psa. 35:27). Now all this was spoken 
for our comfort; and when our sins 
seem mountain-high, and our work 
fruitless, this wonderful fact is some- 
thing we can rest back upon and 
thereby find new strength and peace. 
Of course the Lord takes the greatest 
pleasure in His children when they 
allow His Spirit to have full sway in 
their lives and do His work and pro- 
duce His fruit. He adopted us into his 
family “according to the good pleasure 
of his will” (Eph. 1:5), that we might 
be “to the praise of the glory of his 
grace.” As we study the standards of 
Scripture, and see how far short of 
them we fall, we may be tempted to 
discouragement. Let us then remember 


that “it is God which worketh in you 
both to will and to do of his good pleas- 
ure” (Phil. 2:13). How hard it is some- 
times to yield to Him the keys to the 
citadel of our own wills! But what a 
relief when we do, and realize that He 
will both will and work in our lives! 
To the Thessalonians the Apostle Paul 
wrote, “We pray always for you, that 
our God would count you worthy of 
this calling, and fulfil all the good pleas- 
ure of his goodness, and the work of 
faith with power” (2 Thess. 1:11). What 
God needs for this is yielded instru- 
ments. Dr. D. M. Stearns, the well- 
known Bible teacher, writer, and pas- 
tor, used this phrase with his signature, 
“In His hand for His pleasure.” How 
great. is the pleasure that we who are 
parents have in our own children, and 
our grandchildren, as we see their 
bodies and minds developing normally 
and their spirits growing in grace and 
in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ! This is only a limited picture 
of the pleasure that our Heavenly 
Father has in the spiritual progress and 
prosperity of His own children. Let us 
do all we can, by His grace, to insure 
that, in us, “he shall see of the travail 
of his soul, and shal] be satisfied” (Isa. 
53:11). “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory and honour and power: 
for thou hast created all things, and 
for thy pleasure they are and were 
created” (Rev. 4:11). 


The Fear of Death Taken Away 


By J. B. Rowell, Th.D. 


YING made easy? What a strange 
theme for contemplation! Well, 
is this true: It is as natural to 
die as it is to. be born? Whether we 


like the thought, or not, it is still true, 
“Death cometh soon, or late”; and, often- 







Comfort for Dark Days ~ 
“Some trust in chariots, and 
some in horses: but we will re- 
member the name of the Lord our 
God” (Psa. 20:7). 

















times, sooner than was thought likely. 
If this be so, then death is a subject for 
thought. 
DEATH DESTROYED 

The Word of God says, “The last en- 
emy that shall be destroyed is death” 
(1 Cor. 15:26). How can we think of 
death as destroyed? Death still in- 
vades our family circles; it still comes 
as a great enemy, stealing away our 
loved ones. God gives the explanation 
in His Word. The word “destroyed” 
means “rendered powerless,” In this 
way, the believer in Christ has the true 
understanding, and that is, “as the last 





578 (2) 

enemy, death is rendered powerless,” 
Thus, when it is asked why true Chris- 
tians, with their confidence in Christ, 
can face death without fear, the answer 
is, because, in the great VICTORY OF 
CALVARY, DEATH. WAS SWAL- 
LOWED UP IN VICTORY; and, in that 
victory the believer shares. As a be- 
liever looks to the Christ of Calvary 
for the forgiveness of sins, so he can 
look to the Christ of the resurrection 
morning for victory over death. 


To Dre Is GAIN 

Because of Christ’s victory, God says, 
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is 
the death of his saints” (Psa, 116:15). 
For this reason, one child of God, the 
Apostle Paul, exclaimed, “For to me to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil. 
1:21). How can death be gain to a be- 
liever? It is the reality beyond the 
grave which is the assurance of this 
gain. This is expressed in words which 
can fill our hearts with the assurance: 
“We are confident, I say, and willing 
rather to be absent from the body, and 
to be present with the Lord” (2 Cor. 
5:8); “Having a desire to depart, and 
to be with Christ; which is far better” 
(Phil, 1:23). 


TEMPORAL—ETERNAL 

In this busy world, many are so much 
occupied with things temporal that they 
act as though they had neither time nor 
inclination to consider things eternal; 
and yet the Bible stresses both: “While 
we look not at the things, which are 
seen, but at the things which are not 
seen: for the things which are seen are 
temporal; but the things which are not 
seen are eternal” (2 Cor. 4:18). 


WHEN A LovepD One Dies 


We come to the borders of the eter- 
nal world, as we watch someone depart 
this life; but, as he passes over, we 
ourselves are left behind. Remarkable 
as it may seem, when we see our loved 
ones, we only see the body, the taber- 
nacle, in which they dwell, while they 
themselves remain unseen. We do not 
see the spirit of the one who thinks, 
loves, plans. When they die, all we ever 
saw they leave behind. When death 
takes them from us, the body they leave 
behind is placed in the grave, since it 
ean never take the place of the unseen 
spirit with which we communed. That 
spirit which is absent from us, is present 
somewhere. The Word of God definitely 
says of the Christian, “absent from the 
body, . . . present with the Lord.” 


In THE REALM OF THE UNSEEN, YET SEEN 

How can we know what lies beyond? 
The Lord Jesus Christ is the evidence 
and interpretation of the unseen world. 
He had fellowship with men; He was 
crucified; He rose from the dead, and 
was in fellowship with His disciples. 
At His ascension, He entered into 
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Heaven, the realm unseen by mortal 
eye, and yet, He was seen by Stephen. 


REVELATION OF WHAT STEPHEN SAW 

For our edification and encourage- 
ment, we have the record as given in 
Acts 7:54-60. (1) We are told what the 
onlookers saw: They saw Stephen giv- 
ing his faithful witness for God, and 
then they saw him brutally put to death. 
(2) Saul of Tarsus saw him put to 
death. The murderers “cast him out of 
the city, and stoned him: and the wit- 
nesses laid down their clothes at a 
young man’s feet, whose name was 
Saul” (v. 58). 

The onlookers, however, saw only one 
side, the earthly side, of the scene. God 
drew aside the veil to let us see what 
Stephen saw. (1) Stephen was filled 
with the Holy Spirit (v, 55). (2) God’s 
record reveals the direction of his gaze: 
“he looked up stedfastly into heaven”; 
(3) He “saw the glory of God.” (4) 
He saw Jesus (v. 55). Is it not this 
experience which has caused the face 
of a child of God in death to change 
from anguish to rapture? (5) Stephen 
declared, “Behold, I see the heavens 
opened” (v. 56). What a contrast this 
was to the hate and agony to which 
he was being subjected! (6) Stephen 
saw Jesus waiting to welcome him, as, 
while being’ stoned to death, he cried 
out, “Lord Jesus, receive [give welcome 
to] my spirit” (Acts 7:59). So real to 
Stephen was this revelation of what lay 
beyond death, that he eagerly ex- 
claimed, Lord Jesus, give welcome to 
my spirit. Critics may ask, What did 
God do for Stephen? The answer might 
well be, God took. all bitterness out of 
Stephen’s heart, and enabled him to 
pray for his murderers, “Lord, lay not 
this sin to their charge” (v. 60). 


SALVATION Makes Dyinc Easy 


Thus, God gave His compensations to 
Stephen in his dying moments; gave 
him victory over the hatred of his en- 
emies, and over the awful circumstances 
of his death; and gave him a vision of 
the glory of God and of Heaven; and his 
spirit, separated from the body beneath 
the stones, was welcomed into Heaven— 
safely landed on yonder shores of bliss, 

Here is a solemn warning: “It is 
appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). 
But here is a gracious assurance: 
“Christ died for the ungodly” (Rom, 5: 
6); “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). 

That which makes dying easier is the 
assurance of sins forgiven, and the cer- 
tainty of Heaven. “O death; where is 
thy sting? . . . Thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:55-57), 


The joint-devotions of a family should 
put an end to divisions in it—Matthew 
Henry. 
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Notes on Open Letters 
Was Christ a Jew? 


There was quite a discussion last 
Sunday in Mother’s Sunday school 
class. One person made the remark 
that Christ was no Jew, and she said, 
“That is right, He was no Jew.” Could 
you enlighten us in some manner?— 
A Pennsylvania reader. 

Jesus Christ was a Jew. Abraham, 
the father of the Jewish race (Gen, 12: 
1-3; 15:5), is several times mentioned as 
His ancestor. Matthew begins, “The 
book of the generation of Jesus Christ, 
the son of David, the son of Abraham” 
(1:1). He appears in the genealogy in 
(Luke 3:34). By implication: “Who are 
Israelites . . . whose are the fathers, 
and of whom as concerning the flesh 
Christ came, who is over all, God 
blessed for ever. Amen” (Rom. 9:4, 5). 
Paul speaks expressly of Abraham as 
His ancestor: “Now to Abraham and 
his seed were the promises made. He 
saith not, And to seeds, as of many; 
but as of one, And to thy seed, which is 
Christ” (Gal. 3:16). 

The woman of Samaria said to Christ, 
“How is it that thou, being a Jew, ask- 
est drink of me, which am a woman of 
Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings 
with the Samaritans” (John 4:9); and 
in His conversation with her the Lord 
Jesus said, “Ye worship ye know not 
what: we know’what we worship: for 
salvation is of the Jews” (v. 22), im- 
plying here His Jewish ancestry, “For 
there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:12). 

David is also spoken of as His ancestor 
(Acts 2:29, 30; 13:22-24; Rom, 1:1-4). 

The study of the two genealogies of 
Christ in Matthew 1 and Luke 3 is a 
very difficult one and sound scholars 
have differed in their conclusions. The 
Trmes said in “Notes on Open Letters” 
(April 16, 1949), in a discussion of the 
two, that “the inference is inevitable 
that according to Matthew it was 
through His foster-father that Jesus was 
entitled to be called ‘Son of David.’” 
In a footnote on Luke 3:23, Dr. C. I. 
Scofield says: “In Matthew, where un- 
questionably we have the genealogy of 
Joseph, we are told (1:16) that Joseph 
was the son of Jacob. In. what sense, 
then, could he be called in Luke ‘the 
son of Heli’? He could not be by natu- 
ral generation the son both of Jacob 
and of Heli. But in Luke it is not said 
that Heli begat Joseph, so that the natu- 
ral explanation is that Joseph was the 
son-in-law of Heli, who was, like him- 
self, a descendant of David. That he 
should in that case be called ‘son of 
Heli’ (‘son’ is not in the Greek, but 
rightly supplied by the translators) 
would be in accord with Jewish usage 


(Continued on page 588) 
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I. Demons’ Knowledge of the Person and Power of Christ 


They recognized His voice and 
foresaw judgment 


Te holy Scriptures make it very 
clear that demons abound as do 
also those who have dealings 
with them and those who come under 
their power. However, demons are 
spoken of in the Scriptures as “devils” 
rather than “demons,” though it would 
seem clear that there is but one Devil 
and innumerable demons or evil spirits. 

Demons, possessing victims, always 
recognize the Lord Jesus, as they un- 
doubtedly had known Him as the eter- 
nal Son before their own fall with 
Satan. Whenever demon-possessed in- 
dividuals met the Lord, it was the de- 
mons possessing the individuals who 
usually addressed the Lord, giving Him 
His titles of “Jesus, thou Son of 
God”;.. “the Holy One of God”; 
“thou Son of the most high God”; 
“Son of God most high” (Matt. 8:29; 
Mark 1:24; 5:7; Luke 8:28). Indica- 
tions are that the demons were always 
filled with fear, which bears out James 
2:19. Demons also seem to recognize 
servants of God, and this in all prob- 
ability because the latter are indwelt 
by the Holy Spirit (Acts 16; 16-18). 

It is noticeable, too, that the demons 
were aware that judgment had been 
passed upon them, and they were con- 
scious that the Lord Jesus would be 
the one who would put that judgment 
into execution. This is seen in their 
terrorized outcry, “Art thou come hither 
to torment us before the time?” ie., the 
time when Satan and his angels are 
cast into the lake of fire. ‘The demons 
knew the Lord Jesus had power to cast 
them out (Matt. 8:31), and furthermore, 
although the demons desired to enter 
the swine, they could not do so until 
they had prayed for and obtained per- 
mission from the Lord to do so (Mark 
§:10-13). 

A Demon-Possessed Daughter 

In any experience one has had with 
demon-possessed persons, one invari- 
ably found the demons to be antago- 
nistic, and it would appear they feared 
they would be cast out in the name of 
Jesus. 

Years ago in Manchuria a man:came 
into our compound, and when I went 
to speak to him he prostrated. himself 
at my feet and repeatedly beat: his: head 
on the ground, and pleaded with me to 
go and see his daughter...He said, “My 
daughter was to have been married, but 
she is now possessed. of a demon, and 
the family will not receive and allow 
her to marry their son.”..I was- unable 
to go and see the girl, but one of my 
colleagues, a New Zealander, and a 


This is the first of a series of four 
articles on Demonology by Mr. 
Tharp.. He worships with the As- 
semblies (or Brethren), has had long 
experience as a missionary in China, 
and, 4s will be noted, is a Fellow 
of the Royal Geographical Society. 
He has made a study of the Bible 
teaching on demons and has had 
personal experiences with those who 
were demon-possessed. His second 
article will appear next week. 





young Chinese evangelist offered to go 
and see the girl. 

The father of the girl hired a Pekin. 
ese cart and drove them some forty 
miles into‘the country. As they ap- 
proached the farm home, the demon- 
possessed girl and her mother were out- 
side the door, and as soon as the 
victimized girl saw the missionary she 
threw herself on the ground screaming 
in terror, and lay prostrate. When the 
mother saw the girl did not move, she 
cried out, “T’a -ssu-ssu-la! T’a -ssu-ssu- 
la!,” ie., “She is dead! She is dead!” 
The father picked the girl up and took 
her into the house and laid her upon 
the bed-divan where she lay motion- 
less. When the parents saw the girl 
recover from the shock, they began to 
plead with the missionary to do some- 
thing for their daughter. The servant 
of the Lord said to them: “We have 
no power to do anything of ourselves; 
but our God is both living and almighty 
and He is a God of love and compassion. 
He has a Son whose name is all-power- 
ful, and if you will kneel with us, we 
will ask God in the name of His Son 
Jesus to deliver your daughter from the 
evil spirit which is possessing her, and 
if it is His will He will do so.” They 
all knelt down on the earthen floor, and 
first the missionary prayed, but noth- 
ing happened; then the Chinese evange- 
list prayed a simple childlike prayer, 
and suddenly the possessed girl; with 
supernatural strength, jumped to her 
feet and, with a shrill maniacal shriek, 
threw herself violently onto the floor. 
At the same. time her mother, at the 
top of her voice, screamed, “Now she 
is dead!. Now she is dead!” However, 
shortly after the girl stood up, and to 
the. great joy of her parents they real- 
ized the demon had left her. Some fif- 
teen years later the writer saw her as 
a happy wife and the mother of several 
healthy boys and girls. 

There would seem to be different 
types of demons and evil spirits: re- 


By EDWIN J. THARP, F.R.G.S. 


ligious, lying, unclean, ferocious; and 
they have the ability to express them- 
selves through the human voice. Those 
in Matthew 8 spoke audibly to the Lord; 
the one in the girl mentioned in Acts 
16 spoke to the Apostle Paul and his 
companions; and the one in Acts 19, 
spoke both of the Lord and Paul. It 
is always the demon possessing the vic- 
tim that speaks in the cases quoted. 

Priests in heathen temples may all be 
demon-possessed, as many of the things 
they do are uncanny in the extreme. 
In Manchuria and Mongolia the Lama 
priests are associated with the most de- 
based form of Buddhism and they pro- 
fess to possess supernatural power. 

In the year 1905 the writer was in 
Tientsin when three British gunboats 
steamed up the Pei-ho River and tied 
up at the commercial wharf. We visited 
the destroyers and discovered a num- 
ber of Christians on board. One evening 
we were invited to dine with the offi- 
cers, and both during and after the meal 
the question of demonology was dis- 
cussed. Some of the officers frankly 
said, “We believe all that was classed 
as demon possession, in the days when 
the Lord Jesus was upon earth, was 
some form! of insanity or mind abbera- 
tion.” We suggested that heathen tem- 
ples were the abode of demons and evil 
spirits, and the priests therein were 
probably all demon-possessed, either by 
demons or “familiar spirits.” We of- 
fered to escort any of their number to 
Peking and visit the large Mongolian 
temple, where there were hundreds of 
Lama priests clad in long purple and 
yellow robes. Two of the Christian of- 
ficers accepted our invitation, and a few 
days later we went to Peking. 


Demon Worship Interrupted 


On the way to the temple I asked 
the officers to join me in spirit and pray 
in the name of the Lord Jesus that we 
might prove to the priests that greater 
is He that was in us, than he that was 
in the world (1 John 4:4). Upon ar- 
rival at the temple we took up our 
stand at one of the large open doors, at 
exactly the moment when some ninety 
or a hundred priests were filing into 
the auditorium to engage in audible 
prayer. At one end of the building 
was a very large gold-plated image of 
Buddha, and at the other end there was 
a “Living Buddha”—this was probably 
the Abbot—and he was clad in garments 
of golden-colored silk. He was doing 
what is known as the “great seat,” or in 
other words, the great contemplation or 
meditation. From the immobile face of 
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the Living Buddha it would have been 
very difficult to tell he was alive, as 
there was not a vestige of movement, 
not even a flicker of the eye! 

We had agreed that we would silently, 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, oppose 
the priests by prayer and prevent them 
from audibly praying in unison; and 
if we succeeded we would take it as 
proof that greater was He that was in 
us, than he that was in the world. At 
a given signal an acolyte tinkled a small 
bell and all the priests clapped their 
hands, and then they all began in a 
sepulchral voice to chant, “O-mani- 
mani-pad-ni-heng”; but they could not 
get beyond “O-mani,” and were not able 
to proceed. Once and again the bell 
was tinkled and the priests began their 
chant, but again could not get any fur- 
ther than “O-mani”! 

At this point a youngish priest from 
the left side of the group came to us 
and in Chinese said to me, “Ch’ing-pa- 
t’a-men-ling-ch’u,” that is, “Please lead 
those two gentlemen in uniform away.” 
I looked very blank as though I did 
not understand Chinese and the priest 
again took his seat among the others. 
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Once more the performance of tinkling 
the bell and the clapping of hands took 
place, and all the deep voices again 
began, “O-mani-mani,” but that is as 
far as they could get! Now came a 
heavy-set priest from the right side of the 
group and-put both hands on my shoul- 
ders and in a loud voice said, “Ch’u-pa- 
Ch’u-pa!,” i.e. “Be gone with you!” I 
turned to my friends and said, “Let us 
leave and not offend them above meas- 
ure because this gathering of theirs is 
what a prayer meeting is to us.” I then 
turned to the officers saying, “Well, what 
do you think of it?” The senior of the two 
exclaimed, “I could not have stood it 
a minute longer, I could feel the pres- 
ence of demons all around me!” We 
were scarcely away from the door when 
we heard again the bell and then the 
words, “O great illustrious Buddha, O 
Jewel in the Lotus Flower,” and this 
was repeated as we passed out of ear- 
shot. We left with the conviction that 
such temples were the abode of de- 
mons, and that He who dwelleth in 
the “Temple of God” is “greater... 
than he that is in the world.” 
(To be continued) 


Christian Homes for Needy Children 


How children are rescued from the worst conditions and surrounded with loying care 
By Lt. Gen. WILLIAM K. HARRISON, Jr., (Ret.) 


box had been left inside the door 

of the girls’ dormitory at the Moody 
Bible Institute... When it was opened a 
baby was found in it. The inference was 
that the mother wanted her child to be 
reared under Protestant influences. The 
Institute could not assume responsibility 
for the child. The public authorities 
placed the infant in St. Vincent's, a 
Roman Catholic receiving home—the 
only one in town. 

At another time after three and a 
half years in a Christian foster home a 
child was removed from that home by 
the public authorities, because the pro- 
fessional social wérker concerned con- 
sidered the family religious fanatics, on 
account of their abstention from worldly 
customs. The child was moved to an- 
other home alleged to be well adjusted. 
This home was not Christian, the father 
spending much of his time in taverns. 

These two incidents impressed upon 
some Christian businessmen in Chicago 
the need for an agency that could care 
for such children. They therefore or- 
ganized in 1950 The Evangelical Welfare 
Agency, as an element of the National 
Association of Evangelicals, and it was 
licensed by the State of Illinois. Its 
work is to place needy children in 
homes where they will receive Chris- 
tian love and care and be taught to 
know the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. 


More recently a young couple had an 


experience which clearly shows the hos- 
tility of the world toward truly Chris- 
tian faith and practice. In reply to the 
wife’s initia] telephone call last October 
to adopt a child, she received a telephone 
call from a professional social worker 
of the Children’s Home concerned. 
After stating that if qualified the couple 
would receive a call in one month and 
have a baby in about six months, the 
worker asked many questions in a tel- 
ephone conversation lasting about 45 
minutes. All went well until the ques- 
tions got around to religion: 

When the young wife gave a positive 
testimony of her faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, declared against worldly amuse- 
ments, and stated that she and her hus- 
band were active in church work, the 
attitude of the social. worker changed 
significantly. She obviously was antag- 
onistic to the Christian faith and said 
that their type of life was retarding 
their social development, Nothing fur- 
ther was heard from the worker or the 
Children’s Home. Within-the past few 
months. the same Children’s Home ad- 
vertised in the press for applicants to 
adopt children, . The young wife tel- 
ephoned again, but has had no reply. 
The EWA can cite numerous ‘similar 
cases in: which Christians were not given 
infants for .adoption because of. their 
faith. 


The preceding examples show that un- 
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less evangelical Christians provide ef- 
fective, publicly licensed agencies to 
look after children who need help, such 
children will ordinarily find homes or 
care under Roman Catholic or pagan 
auspices, if they receive such care at 
all. This situation exists not only in the 
Chicago area, but probably in many 
large and medium-sized cities in the 
United States. 

It is difficult to believe that people 
who have received salvation by God’s 
grace through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ would willfully permit such a 
situation to continue unheeded. Even in 
Chicago, a center of evangelical activity, 
aside from some denominational agen- 
cies, very little has been done about 
this situation, as far as we know; yet 
its newspapers daily record numerous 
instances of public and private corrup- 
tion, crime, immorality, and degrada- 
tion. 

The EWA was accordingly organized 
and licensed, believed to be the first of 
its kind. It is nondenominational. It is 
different from other child care agencies 
in that it has no institution, but places 
children in homes in which the parents 
are born again and follow Christian 
practices. In spite of the many pessi- 
mistic predictions that the Agency could 
not survive, and of the need for re- 
quired financing, the Agency has. sur- 
vived and served the Lord in caring 
for over seven hundred children in the 
first seven years of its existence. Two 
hundred have been placed for adoption. 
Over one hundred and fifty children are 
now. under care of the Agency, in Chris- 
tian homes. It is fervently hoped that 
the capacity of the Agency to care for 
children will be increased to meet the 
great need, our goal for the end of this 
year being two hundred. 

The struggles of the EWA during its 
short lifetime and the lack of similar 
agencies elsewhere makes one wonder 
whether we Christians are not neglect- 
ing the Biblical injunction to love our 
neighbor and to do good. To defend the 
doctrinal faith is necessary and good. 
To support the local activities of our 
own churches is also necessary and good. 
To further the cause of missions is not 
only good but efforts toward that end 
should be increased. But the work that 
seems to have been gravely neglected, to 
our shame, is that of simply doing good 
to those about us who are in great need. 
The Lord went about doing good, and 
certainly in view of the teachings of the 
Bible we should do so also. The fact 
that Protestant Modernists have empha- 
sized a social gospel as a substitute for 
the Gospel of Christ is no excuse for 
real believers to assume that good works 
are not of vital importance. 

That the work of the EWA is a good 
work pleasing to God is clear when we 
consider the Lord’s attitude toward 
children as recorded in the Gospels, 
and the teachings of the Epistles. That 
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some children are helpless and hopeless, 
products of the worst slums, is often 
not fully realized by Christians. Piti- 
ful cases are almost a daily occurrence 
in the experience of the EWA and it is 
a saddening fact that we cannot care 
for all of them. 

The following real cases taken from 
our records are typical of conditions of 
misery of which most Christians are 
ignorant: : 

“Little 3-year-old Sue [we'll call her] 
was found together with her younger 
brother and sisters .. . afraid, filthy, 
and starving. As she hauntingly peered 
out behind her unkempt hair and stood 
alert for any possible danger, her story 
unfolded to an Evangelical Welfare 
Agency case worker. The four children, 
ages 3, 2, and 16-month twins, had been 
abandoned for days in an old tenement 
on Chicago’s South Side. A box of Corn 
Flakes had been their sole food supply. 
Sue tried desperately to follow out her 
delinquent parents orders to care for 
the starving brood, but cries, sobs, ill- 
ness, sores, cold, and exposure were 
just too much for this little tyke when 
the distress call came to EWA.” 


“Jean was five years old when referred 
to EWA by a mission worker. 

“In the morning, after Jean’s father 
would go to work, her mother would 
depart to make the rounds of the local 
taverns. Jean was left alone to play in 
the streets and in the car tracks of 
Chicago’s busy Clark Street. 

“One day, Jean’s father came home 
and could not find Jean. After an hour 
of futile search, he called the police. 
With their help, the landlady confessed 
that Jean’s mother had left the ‘little 
brat’ in her care when she went off for 
her day of carousing. 

“The landlady had locked Jean in the 
backyard. This proved to be a pile of 
cinders and other filth, Jean had been 
there all day in the broiling July sun. 
Her hands were bleeding from having 
beaten against the gate. She was al- 
most unconscious. 

“The next: morning, Jean’s father 
brought her to the EWA offices and 
begged Miss Cain, the Director of Case 
Work, to find a home for her. 

Jean was like a little animal .. . hair 
gray from dirt . . . skin embedded with 
grime. She ran about the room, unable 
to sit still for more than a minute. 

“A Christian foster home was found. 
Her foster mother washed her hair seven 
times . . . and it turned out to be a red- 
dish blond. Several consecutive baths 
revealed a lovely white skin. 

“A year and a half later, Jean was a 
beautiful girl She has accepted the 
Lord as her Saviour and is living for 
Him. 

“When Miss Cain visited her later, 
Jean said: ‘Miss Cain, I know Jesus and 
I love Him. And I’m going to tell about 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Him until the whole world knows Him.’ 
She’s a little missionary already.” 


Many of the little children for whom 
we find homes are serious problems be- 
cause of their previous animal-like ex- 
istence. They do not know love, clean- 
liness, or discipline. It is not difficult 
to visualize the difficulties of the foster 
parents as they seek to win the love of 
such children while training them in 
adjustment to a real home. It requires 
a high degree of Christian love to be a 
good foster parent. Such are not easy 
to find, but God has graciously provided 
for the needs of the EWA. We are 
thankful to Him for these godly homes. 

Besides placing children in foster 
homes, the EWA places them—almost 
always infants—for adoption. The in- 
fants are born to unwed mothers. These 
girls, some quite young, have sinned. 
No one knows that better than they do. 
Often they are utterly alone and with- 
out funds. The EWA tries to find de- 
cent places where such girls may live 
and jobs for them if they can work. 
Then the Agency sponsors them in a 
maternity hospital for the delivery. Al- 
most invariably the mother surrenders 
the child to the EWA for adoption. This 
is best for both child and mother. 

The child gets a real home, a name, 
a new birth certificate, two parents, all 
under the best conditions. He will never 
be anything but a bona fide member of 
his new family. All contact is cut off 
with his mother and natural relatives. 
The natural mother is able to start anew. 


Revival in Uganda 
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It has been found that unwed mothers 
who keep their children have a 75 per 
cent probability of bearing another il- 
legitimate child. The probable reason 
for this sad fact is that the girl, desiring 
a home for her child, is deceived by the 
lying promise of some eyil man that he 
will marry her: Christian people should 
be chagrined to know that some of these 
unwed mothers come from Christian 
homes and Christian churches, and as 
far as we can tell are themselves born 
again. Isn’t this an indication of the 
need for more emphasis in our churches 
on Godly living? 

In spite of the nature of the work of 
the EWA, it is now experiencing finan- 
cial difficulties. The over-all cost of 
caring for one child is about $75 a 
month. Incident to an increase in the 
number of children under its care and 
employment of necessary help, the costs 
of operation have gone up, but contribu- 
tions have not gone up comparably. A 
turnover of a number of key personnel 
of the Agency became necessary and in 
the following period the work has gone 
on at a loss financially. This has not 
discouraged the workers. They are con- 
fident that this is God’s work and that 
He will provide funds as required, as 
indeed He has as this is written. We 
believe that God is “able to do exceed- 
ing abundantly above all that we ask 
or think” (Eph. 3:20). Therefore we 
look to the future as a sure opportunity 
to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ in serv- 
ing the welfare of little children. 


CHICAGO. 


A simplicity of faith and walk and love among African natives 


+ jpom again, as last year, I am ex- 
tremely impressed with the reality 
and sincerity of the continuous revival 
that is now going on not only in Ruanda 
but also here in Uganda, East Africa, 

It is a great inspiration to meet our 
African brethren in Christ and a real 
spiritual stimulus. One dear brother, 
not knowing who I was, came up to me 
and in the most courteous and inoffen- 
sive manner asked whether I was saved. 
There was the glow of the divine Pres- 
ence in his face and a Christian gentle- 
manly demeanor in his approach to me, 
and when I.witnessed to him that I was 
saved by the grace of God in 1896, he 
immediately praised the Lord for His 
goodness tome... , 

These ‘dear good African brethren 
of all denominations meet in fellow- 
ship week by week, and it’is they who 
daily are bringing others to Christ and 
into their fellowship of love. The Lord 
is so real to them, and they are always 
talking. of'Him. Their simple faith and 
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testimony are being continually hon- 
ored of God. Though I do not always 
understand what they sdy, I can feel 
in my heart the warmth of brotherly 
love, and, best of all, that their Lord 
and mine is truly in the midst. 

I wish I had known more of the sim- 
plicity of such faith and such gather- 
ings earlier in my ministry. These peo- 
ple in character and conduct, walk 
with God in unbroken fellowship. And 
should a cloud arise between them and 
their Lord—or between one of them 
and their brethren—they are unhappy 
until it is dealt with. They all act, 
the one toward the other, as the family 
of God, God is their Father and they 
are His sons and daughters, dwelling 
together under the control of and obe- 
dience to the Holy Spirit of love. 
There is nothing sanctimonious about 
them—nor any spirit of “I am holier 
than thou.” They are humility itself. 
The world, the flesh, and the Devil are 

(Continued on page 588) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. JULY 11. HANNAH, A WOMAN WHO KEPT HER PROMISE 
1 Samuel 1; 2:1-11, 18-21; printed text, 1:9-11, 20-28 
Golden Text.—! will pay thee my vows, which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, when I was in trouble.—Psa. 66:13, 14 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

1 Sam. 1:9 So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in 
Shiloh, and after they had drunk. Now Eli the priest sat 
upon a seat by a post of the temple of the Lorp. 

10 And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto 
the Lorp, and wept sore. 

11 And she vowed a vow, and said, O Lorp of hosts, if 
thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid, 
and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt 
give unto thine handmaid a man child, then I will give him 
unto the Lorp all the days of his life, and there shall no 
razor come upon his head. 


20 Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was come 
about after Hannah had conceived, that she bare a son, 
and called his name Samuel, saying, Because I have asked 
him of. the Lorp. 

21 And the man Elkanah, and all his house, went up to 
offer unto the Lorp the yearly sacrifice, and his vow. 

22 But Hannah went not up; for she said unto her hus- 
band I willl not go up until] the child be weaned, and then 


I will bring him, that he may appear before the Lorp, and 
there abide for ever. ; 

23 And Elkanah her husband said unto her, Do what 
seemeth thee good; tarry until thou have weaned him; only 
the Lorp establish his word. So the woman abode, and gave 
her son suck until she weaned him. 

24 And when she had weaned him, she took him up 
with her, with three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, and 
a bottle of wine, and brought him unto the house of the 
Lorp in Shiloh: and the child was young. 

25 And they slew a bullock, and brought the child to Eli. 
‘26 And she said, Oh my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, 
I am the woman that stood by thee here, praying unto the 
Lorp. 

27 For this child I prayed; and the Lorp hath given me 
my petition which I asked of him: 

28 Therefore also I have lent him to the Lorp; as long as 
he liveth he shall be lent to the Lorp. And he worshipped 
the Lorp there. " 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D., 


Approach to the Lesson 
WU fr-z was Samuel born, and to 
what tribe did he belong? First 
Samuel 1:1 reads, “Now there 
was a certain man of Ramathaim- 
zophim, of mount Ephraim, and his 
name was Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, 
the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the 
son of Zuph, an Ephrathite.” Ramath- 
aim-zophim was named after “Zuph” or 
“Zophai.” It was abbreviated and 
known generally as Ramah, and is re- 
ferred to as such frequently. Now we 
are told that Ramathaim-zophim was of 
mount Ephraim or, probably more cor- 
rectly, of the mountains of Ephraim. As 
a matter of fact, however, Ramah was 
in the territory of Benjamin. The 
mountains of Ephraim extended into the 
territory of Benjamin, but the whole 
range carried the name of the larger 
tribe. Nevertheless it is said that Elka- 
nah was the son of Zuph, an Ephrathite, 
which in this place means the same as 
Ephraimite. Here then is a _ puzzle. 
Samuel descends from an Ephraimite. 
His family lived in Benjamin, yet it is 
clear from the genealogies in 1 Chron- 
icles that he was of the tribe of Levi 
(1 Chron. 6:23, 26, 27). The situation 
seems to have been as follows: The 
Levites had no territory of their own 
but were given living quarters among 
the other tribes. The family of Levites 
from which Samuel sprang had been as- 
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signed to-Ephraim, for which reason 
they were called Ephraimites. But one 
of Samuel’s ancestors by the name of 
Zuph, or Zophai, had migrated into the 
territory of Benjamin’and established a 
settlement beside the two peaks which 
terminated the range of hills known as 
the mountains of Ephraim. This settle- 
ment took on a double name, indicating 
its proximity to these two peaks, and 
also its relationship with its founder. 
Ramathaim-zophim means the place of 
two elevations belonging to Zuph. In 
this place, briefly called Ramah, Samuel 
was born, and to it he returned: in later 
years to make his home, and here he 
died. Our lesson will tell the circum- 
stances of his birth, 


Verse by Verse 

1 Sam. 1:9.—‘So Hannah rose up... 
in Shiloh . .. Eli the priest sat .. by 
a post of the temple .. .” Shiloh was 
the place where the ark of the covenant 
was, and therefore the national center 
of worship at that time. The eating and 
drinking refer to the sacrificial meal. 
The Temple as we think of it was not 
yet built, but where the ark was, there 
was the dwelling place of God among 
His people. 

Verse 10.—“And she was in, bitterness 
of soul, and prayed .. .” For the reason 
of Hannah’s bitterness see verses 2, 6, 7. 
Barrenness was a sore affliction to a 
Hebrew woman, especially when there 
was a rival ‘who had children, 

Verse 11—“And she vowed... if 
thou wilt . .. give unto thine handmaid 


a man child, then I will give him unto 
the Lord .. . and there shall no razor 
come upon his head.”. “Lord of hosts” 
(Jehovah Sabaoth) refers to the uni- 
versal sovereignty of God. Notice the 
two points in Hannah’s vow. concerning 
the son for whom she prayed: (1) he 
would be dedicated to the perpetual 
service of God, and (2) he would be 
a perpetual Nazarite, whose outward 
mark was the unshaven hair. 

Verses 11-19 tell of Eli’s rebuke, 
through a misunderstanding, and of his 
benediction. 

Verse 20.—“. . . Hannah . ; . bare a 
son, and called his name Samuel... I 
have asked him of the Lord.” Hannah’s 
prayer was answered, and she memo- 
rialized this fact in the name she gave 
her son. Samuel means “asked of God.” 


Verse 21—“. . . Elkanah . . . went 
up to offer unto the Lord .. . his vow.” 
Although a Levite (see 1 Chron. 6:23, 
26, 27) Elkanah was not active in the 
service of God. When the Temple was 
built later, the services of the Levites 
were more required, for the ritual be- 
came much more elaborate. Actually, 
the males were required to appear be- 
fore God three times in the year (Exod. 
23:17), but in the days of the judges 
there was much carelessness. 

Verse 22.—“But. Hannah ... said... 
until the child. be weaned .. . that he 
may appear before the Lord, and there 
abide .. .” According to 2 Maccabees, 
Hebrew women suckled their children 
for three years. Hannah, therefore, de- 





at 


ve 


ip 
d 
1e 


li. 
d, 
1€ 


"kh 





Lesson for August 11 


cided to keep Samuel till he would be 
old enough to stay at Shiloh, in keep- 
ing with her vow. 


Verse 23.—“. . . Do what seemeth thee 
good . . . only the Lord establish his 
word ...” Hannah’s husband was fully 


in agreement with her vow and acceded 
to her plan for fulfilling it. What word 
of the Lord did Elkanah have in mind? 
It is difficult to determine. 

Verse 24.—“And when she had weaned 
him, she took him up ... with three 
bullocks ... unto the house Of the Lord 
in Shiloh . . .£” The Septuagint and 
Syriac versions read “a bullock of three 
years old” instead of “three bullocks,” 
possibly influenced by verse 25. A fair 
measure of prosperity is indicated in the 
household of Elkanah. 

Verse 25.—“And they slew a bullock, 
and brought the child to Eli.” This 
should read, “They slew the bullock,” 
the reference doubtless being to the par- 
ticular bullock which was being offered 
in connection with the dedication of 
Samuel. 

Verse 26—“... Oh my lord...1... 
stood by thee here, praying . . .” Notice 
how reverently Hannah addresses the 
high priest. She recalls the time, four 
years previously, when Eli accused her 
of drunkenness because she prayed in- 
audibly (vs. 12-14). 

Verse 27.—“For this child I prayed; 
and the Lord hath given me my peti- 
tion .: .” On the previous occasion she 
had not divulged to Eli the nature of 
her petition, but now she presents the 
answer to her prayer. — 

Verse 28.—“. . . I have lent him to the 
Lord ... And he worshipped the Lord 
there.” For “lent” read “given” or 
“granted.” Notice the effect of this 
dedication on Eli. It moved him to wor- 
ship. 
The Heart of the Lesson 

The first significant thing that we read 
about Hannah is that “she prayed unto 
the Lord” (v. 10). Without that, all 
the provocation, all the weeping, all 
the refraining from food, and all the 
grieving would have been without 
meaning and would have accomplished 
nothing except perhaps a nervous 
breakdown and an early grave. But 
bitterness of soul which produces prayer 
is precious bitterness and is to be ac- 
counted a blessing from the Lord. 
Peninnah did not know all the sanctifi- 
cation, all the waiting on God, and all 
the holy vows that her cutting remarks 
and her provocations were working in 
Hannah. Nor could Hannah have fore- 
seen that her tormentor was indeed a 
minister of God to her. Moreover, no 


" one could have predicted that all the 


cruel jibes which the fruitful mother 
threw at her barren sister would change 
the course of history and work for the 
salvation of Israel. Had it not been for 
Peninnah’s cruelty, Hannah would most 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES © 


Last Week’s Lesson 
5. August 4.—Ruth, a ae ae 
Won Her Way ...... 
Next Week’s Lesson 
7. August 18—Jonathan, Noble in 
Friendship. 1 Samuel 14:1-15, 24- 
45; 17:55 to 18:5; 19:1-7; 20:1-42; 
23:15-18; 31:1, 2; 2 Samuel 1:17-27 


. Ruth 








likely have accepted her childless lot; 
but her rival’s constant naggings and 
mockings drove her to desperate prayer, 
and in that secret wrestling she won for 
herself undying fame, and gave to Is- 
rael its greatest judge. 

James reminds ‘us that frequently we 
ask and receive not, because we ask 
amiss that we may consume it upon our 
lusts (Jas. 4:3). Now we cannot deny 
that there was some selfish incentive to 
Hannah’s prayer. She wanted deliver- 
ance from the reproaches of her per- 
secutor. Nevertheless there was some- 
thing deeper in the heart of Hannah. 
She asked in order that she might give. 
She desired a son from God only that 
she might give him to God, and this 
she expressed in a solemn vow. 

The Levites at this time seem to have 
been quite inactive with respect to the 
service of God, but Hannah determined 
that here was one Levite who would 
spend all his days in that service. In- 
deed, he would be more than a Levite. 
She purposed in her heart that he would 
be also a Nazarite, completely separated 
to God. So as far as in her lay, she 
would see to the outward tokens of a 
Nazarite, believing that God would work 
in her son’s heart to carry out the true 
significance of those outward tokens. 
One is not surprised, then, that Han- 
nah’s prayer, deeply rooted in desire 
for the glory of God, should be so won- 
derfully answered. 

It is one thing to utter a vow in the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


O WHAT tribe did Samuel belong? 
2. With what tribe was Samuel’s 
family linked? 
3. What was the name of Samuel’s 
(1) father, (2) mother? 
4. What was the cause of Hannah’s 
grief? 
5. What vow did Hannah make? 
6. What is the significance of the head 
being unshaven? 
7. What made Eli think that Hannah 
was drunk? 


8. What is the meaning of the name 
Samuel? 


9. How old was Samuel when he was 
taken to the house of the Lord? 

10. Where wea the are cf the Lord 
at this time? 


(Answers on page 588) 


(7) 583 


moment of crisis, and in an hour of 
high emotion; it is another thing to 
carry through that vow when the crisis 
is past and the emotions have quieted. 
Hannah, however, was not deflected 
from her purpose. Her mother heart 
yearned over her child as much as any 
mother heart would, but she never lost 
the vision. The ,child who had been 
given her from the Lord belonged to 
the Lord. While, therefore, there must 
have been a real tug upon her heart- 
strings, there was nevertheless a great 
and holy exultation in taking the little 
three-year-old boy up to the house of 
the Lord for lifelong service. 

No doubt many questions come to our 
minds, and especially this. Who cared 
for the little fellow when his mother 
left him in the house of God with Eli? 
Did the high priest’s wife take over the 
duties of mother, or did some maidserv- 
ant become his governess until he was 
ready to be committed to a tutor? We 
are left without an answer. This only 
we are given, that Hannah, who loved 
her child all the more because he was 
so manifestly given from God, gave 
him in an offering that knew no re- 
tractions. This marks her as a true 
daughter of Abraham. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1, Hannah’s earnest prayer (1 Sam. 1: 
9, 10) 

2. Hannah’s ardent vow (v. 11) 

3. Hannah’s wise procedure (vs. 20-23) 

4. Hannah’s complete offering (vs. 24-28) 


Topics for Development 

Polygamy. The Law of Moses does 
not contain a commandment to the ef- 
fect, Thou shalt not have two wives. 
Our Lord Jesus, however, points back 
to the beginning to indicate God’s or+ 
der for marriage—one man and one 
woman. There can be no doubt that 
the Old Testament permission of polyg- 
amy was on the same basis as the Old 
Testament permission of divorce, “be- 
cause of the hardness of your hearts” 
(Matt. 19:8). Nevertheless the Old Tes- 
tament has its own way of denouncing 
polygamy as an unhappy situation. We 
have it in Abram with Sarai and Hagar. 
We have it in Jacob with Leah and 
Rachel, and we have it here in Elkanah 
with Peninnah and Hannah. It is not 
God’s order, and it does not tend to 
build strong, happy homes. By its fruit 
it is condemned. 

Bad Sons of Good Men. We are in- 
troduced in our lesson to two good men 
who had bad sons. There is no doubt 
that Eli.was a good man. He was not, 
indeed, without his faults, but he was a 
lover of God and apparently was held 
in high regard by the people. But be- 
fore we go very far (2:12-17, 22), we 
find that Eli’s sons were far from good. 
They were selfish, haughty, immoral, 
and_ brought disgrace upon the priest- 
hood. There seems to have been a lack 
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of discipline in the household, and Eli’s ; 


rebukes of his sons were both too late 
and too feeble. 

Samuel stands out as one of the best 
men in all the history of Israel. He was 
nearer to the combination of prophet, 
priest, and king than any other man ex- 
cept Moses, and when he was old and 
gray-headed the people gladly acknowl- 
edged his unbroken integrity through 
the many years of his judgeship (: Sam. 
12:3-5). But his sons were not like 
him (1 Sam. 8:3). Indeed, one reason 
that the Israelites gave for wanting a 
king was that Samuel’s sons were not 
following in his steps (1 Sam. 8:5). We 
wonder why? Was it a matter of being 
so busy with his divers ministries to 
the nation that he neglected his home 
duties, and particularly his duties 
toward his children to “bring them up 
in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord”? (Eph. 6:4.) What a warning is 
all this to ministers not to neglect the 
vineyard of their own family! 


Practical Applications 

God’s ordinances are both wise and 
beneficent, and to break them is but to 
invite sorrow and disaster. Only by 
honoring God’s marital standards can 
domestic felicity be assured. 

If you would prevent “bitterness of 
soul” from embittering you, steep it in 
preyer (1 Sam. 1:10). 

Prayerless tears are wasted tears, but 
tears ‘that flow in prayer are put into 
God’s bottle (Psa. 56:8) and come back 
to us in springs of blessing. 

The dedication of a child is nothing 
short of profanity if it is not accom- 
panied py the dedication of the parent. 

A child conceived in prayer, suckled 
on the milk of parental dedication, and 
unreservedly given to God will be an 
honor to his parents and a vessel of 
honor in God’s hands. 


Golden Text 

Psa. 66:13, 14—“I will pay thee my 
vows ... uttered ... when I was in 
trouble.” Some are quick to make vows 
under pressure of affliction in an at- 
tempt to buy God’s favor and deliver- 
ance, but are equally quick to forget 
them when the trial passes. God does 
not regard this lightly. It is better not 
to vow than to vow and not pay. Be 
not hasty to vow, but be quick to fulfill. 

E._MuurstT, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HYMNS 
“I Will Sing the Wondrous Story” 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
“When We Walk With the Lord” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who art a/very present help 
in trouble, we thank Thee for Thy mer- 
ciful help given to those who call on 
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Thee in distress. Help us to bring our 
troubles to Thee as Hannah did; and 
when help comes, help us to thank Thee 
and give Thee the devotion Thy love 
to us deserves. Forgive all our past un- 
faithfulness and make us sincere and 
dependable people. Show Thy kindness 
to the sick and troubled of our own 
homes and among our friends. Help us 
to help as we can to lighten the load 
of burdened ones we meet. Bless our 
world with wise, just, and good rulers 
and send the light and truth of the Gos- 
pel to all who need it. Use our own 
church to win many to the Saviour and 
to strengthen them for daily Christian 
living. Give peace in our time, and in 
Thy time let the Kingdom of our Lord 
come in its power and glory in all the 
earth, for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen. 
After the Lesson.—Hannah’s gift of 
her boy for lifelong service to God 
shows her a grateful woman. It was 
her way of saying “Thank you” to God 
for granting her prayer for a son. She 
remembered her long and sorrowful days 





LIKE HANNAH, 
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of childlessness,.her earnest prayer, and 
God’s kind answer. It made her happy 
to do something costly to show her 
thanks and so she gave Samuel back 
to God. Sometimes we sing, “Thank 
you, Lord, for saving my soul,” and it 
is right that our thankfulness should 
overflow in song. But it should not 
stop in mere song, but move us to give 
ourselves fully to our Lord. 

Then, too, Hannah’s giving of Samuel 
to the Lord showed her to be a faithful 
woman. She had promised to do this 
and she faithfully kept her vow. Not 
all people do. I knew a man whose 
boy attended Sunday school with me. 
The boy took very ill, and his father, 
who never entered a church, promised 
to attend church if God would heal Fis 
son. God did, but the man never ap- 
peared at church. Years later he took 
his own life when his honesty was being 
investigated by his employers. One 
wondered if his  untrustworthiness 
toward God had carried over into his 
daily work as well. Make no promise 
and take no vow you do not fully in- 
tend to keep, and set yourself to be 
faithful in all things both toward God 
and toward men. 

Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And she was in bitterness of soul, 
and prayed .. .” (1 Sam, 1:10).—Han- 
nah’s adversary sorely provoked her. 
She attempted to make her fret be- 
cause she was childless—and this con- 
tinued year by year (vs. 6, 7). 

Although Hannah was in bitterness of 
soui, she did not possess a bitter dis- 
position. When she went to the house 
of the Lord, it was to worship and sac- 
rifice—not to destructively criticize Eli 
and give him a piece of her mind about 
the wicked actions of his sons. 

When a man rather boastingly told 
Mr. Wesley that his talent was to criti- 
cize bluntly everything that he felt was 
not as it should be, Mr. Wesley calmly 
said, “I don’t think the Lord would 
mind if you buried that talent.” 

Spirituality was at a very low ebb in 
Shiloh at this time, but that was not 
what made Hannah sorrowful of soul 
—it was her own barrenness, and con- 
cerning it she “prayed unto the Lord.” 
She did not ask, as we have heard some 
Christians ask: “How can one expect 
the Lord to bless when conditions are 
as they are here?” The Lord is superior 
to circumstances and He has infinite 
resources at His disposal—and every- 
thing should be taken to Him in prayer, 


“,.. tf thou wilt... then I will...” 
(1 Sam. 1:11)—The one thing she 
wanted was a man child, and for him 
she definitely prayed. Hannah was not 
like a woman I was reading about the 
other day. She was being robbed, and 
the robber was also threatening to as- 
sault her. She said she kept repeating 
the Lord’s Prayer and the robber must 
have been awed by it, for he did not 
assault her. We wondered why instead 
of repeating, “Give us this. day our daily 
bread,” she didn’t pray, “Give me de- 
liverance from this violent man.” The 
Lord knew, of course, what the woman 
wanted and granted it. Hannah didn’t 
simply pray for a child—it was a man 
child she wanted and prayed for and 
she vowed that if the Lord would grant 
this request, she would give the son 
back to Him for his entire life. 


“.. . and there shall no razor come 
upon his head” (1 Sam. 1:11):—She 
wanted him to be a Nazarite, in other 
words. (See Judges 13:5.) “The Naza- 
rite,” says F, W. Grant, “is the type of 
separation from the world, such as be- 
longs to the true church—from the in- 
toxication of its joys and from its legal 
claims, as well as from its pollutions.” 
And such was Samuel to the day of his 
death. 

Samson failed in his Nazariteship 
(Judges 16:17-21), but Samuel did “not. 
The secret of Samuel’s victory is found, 
no doubt, in the fact that he was a 
man of prayer.. (See 1 Sam. 7:5; 8:6; 
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12:19, 23; 15:11). Sometimes it is fit- 
ting that we pray, as Hannah did, “If 
thou wilt ... then I will...” One 
dear father after praying for two of his 
children who were dangerously ill, re- 
marked, “If the Lord will be pleased 


to grant me this my request concerning- 


my children, I will not say as the beg- 
gars at our door used to do, ‘I'll never 
ask anything of you again,’ but on the 
contrary, He shall hear oftener from me 
than ever; and I will love God the bet- 
ter, and love prayer the better, as long 
as I live.” 


“. . Hgnnah ... catled his name 
Samuel .. .” (1 Sam. 1:20).—The Lord 
heard and answered Hannah’s prayer 
and gave her a son! To use New Tes- 
tament language He answered “exceed- 
ing abundantly above all” she asked or 
thought; for not only did Samuel be- 
come a Nazarite, but also the nation’s 
deliverer (7:13). How true as one has 
said, “It is prayer such as Hannah’s that 
brings down blessing from above, rather 
than the stated, formal prayers, read or 
said on regular occasions.” 


“And when she had weaned him, she 
took him ... unto the house of the Lord 
.. (1 Sam. 1:24).—Dr. Perowne 
sweetly says, “A weaned child no longer 
cries, frets, and longs for the breast, 
but lies still and is content, because it 
is with its mother; so my soul is weaned 
from all discontented thoughts from all 
fretful desires of earthly good, waiting 
in stillness upon God, finding its satis- 
faction in His presence, resting peace- 
fully in His arms.” 


“I will pay thee my vows...” (Psa. 
66: 13).—Hannah faithfully kept the vow 
she made. But there are many persons 
who promised the Lord while in trouble 
of some kind. that they would do certain 
things if He brought them out of it. 
He answered, but they failed to keep 
their promises. All such persons should 
make posthaste to fulfill their promises, 
for the Scripture says, “When thou vow- 
est a vow unto God, defer not to pay it: 
for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that 
which thou hast vowed” (Eccles. 5:4). 

Wawona, CALIF. 

we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY; fellows, Samuel became one of 

God’s_ great servants—a prophet 
and a judge—because Hannah, his 
mother, literally laid him on the altar 
of the Lord. That was the hardest 
thing for her to bear, short of death, 
itself, for her baby. She promised the 
Lord that if He would give her a son, 
she would dedicate him to the Lord’s 
service from his babyhood. In keeping 
her promise, she took him to the Tem- 
ple as soon as he was weaned and left 
him there to be trained by Eli the priest. 
And ‘did she return home to grieve? 
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No, indeed. She went home and wrote 
a song of praise. It is also called a 
prayer. Read it in chapter 2:1-10 of 
First Samuel. Once a year she went up 
to the Temple at Shiloh and took a 
little coat which she would make for 
her boy each time: 

The point in this lesson for you, fel- 
lows, is the matter of keeping a promise, 
especially gq promise made to the Lord. 
If you are a professing Christian, you 
have promised by His grace to live a 
consistent Christian life. You know 
what is right and what is wrong. If 
you yield to the temptation to do wrong 
you are defaulting your promise to Him, 
and that is a perilous thing to do. If 
in a moment of weakness you yield to 
the Tempter, then get on your knees 
quickly and beg the Lord’s forgiveness. 
If you are sincere in this, He will for- 
give and start you all over again. First 
John 1:9 is very definite about this: 
“If we confess our siris, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
Another thing: when we are faithful in 
our vows to God we will be careful to 
keep our promises (or contracts) to 
others. Then it can be truly said of 
you, “His word is as good as his bond.” 
It.is a great satisfaction to have a repu- 
tation like that in your community, or 
anywhere else. It not only means moral 
satisfaction, but it also promotes confi- 
dence in business, and that’s no small 
item, though, of course, not the most 
important. 

“Daniel purposed in his heart that he 
would not defile himself with the por- 
tion of the king’s meat, nor with the 
wine which he drank” (Dan. 1:8). Dan- 
iel had made a vow to God, and not 
even the king’s favor or disfavor could 
cause him to break it. Daniel’s and 
Hannah’s names are written high upon 
the roll of God’s loyal servants. So 
can yours be! 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C, 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


UR lesson today is about another 

godly woman, named Hannah. Be- 
fore we read about her we will review 
Exodus 20:3, 4. Now let us copy verses 
5 and 6 on the first of the two papers 
we are using to represent the stone 
tablets on which the Ten Command- 
ments were written. We do not have 
time to memorize these verses in class, 
but I will have a little surprise for all 
who can repeat these verses to me next 
Sunday. They are important to know 
because they were written with the fin- 
ger of God. As we copy all the verses 
about “Man’s Duty to God,” we will 
need ‘both sides of our papers. Do you 
know that God wrote the Ten Com- 
mandments on both sides’ of the stone 
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tablets? Turn to Exodus 32:15, 16. One 
reason He wrote on both sides may have 
been to teach His people that His Law 
was complete. There was no space left 
for amendments. Even our great Amer- 
ican Constitution has been amended 
twenty-one times, but God’s laws are 
perfect and complete and cannot be 
changed. 

Hannah is the next woman we meet 
in the Bible after Ruth. Ruth means 
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Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
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Mr. Smith has illustrated four of his 
books with Little Jetts: 

“The Little Jetts Bible” (Old Tes- 
tament). 

“The Little Jetts New Testament.” 

“The Pilgrim's Progress,” rewritten, 
simplified, and abbreviated for young 
people. 

The price of these three is $2.50 
each, postpaid. 

“Little Jetts Youth Talks,” $2. 


To be ordered from the Rev. Wade 
C. Smith, Weaverville, N. C. 

(A special etching on the leaf 
with autograph of the author re- 
quested.) 
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“friendship.” Hannah means “grace.” 
The Book of Judges tells us that in those 
days “every man did that which was 
right in his own eyes.” Hannah’s hus- 
band Elkanah was an example of this: 
He took two wives, Though this was 
then common, it was never sanctioned 
by God, and it always brought trouble 
into a home. Elkanah’s wife Penin- 
nah had children, but Hannah had none. 
Hannah was a much nicer woman, and 
therefore more loved by Elkanah. 
Peninnah, jealous of this, was always 
unkind to Hannah, taunting her be- 
cause she had no children. She was 
even hateful when Elkanah made the 
yearly trip with his family to the Tab- 
ernacle at Shiloh to worship the Lord. 
She probably said to Hannah, “You're 
no good. You can’t even produce one 
baby. Look at me. I've got a fine fam- 
ily of sons and daughters. You're no 
good, I say.” No doubt she said many 
worse things and perhaps had the power 
to make Hannah something of a slave 
in the home. At any rate the Bible 
says that she “provoked her sore, for 
to make her fret.” Would it not be 
hard to have to live with a woman like 
Peninnah? It bothered Hannah so that 
she wept and lost her appetite. 

Read 1 Samuel] 1:9-18.. Here we learn 
some fine things about Hannah. She 
was a woman of prayer. She prayed 
earnestly with tears, and kept on pray- 
_ ing so long that Eli, not used to such 

earnestness, thought she must be drunk, 
Her lips moved, but he could not hear 
her voice because she was praying in 
her heart. When Eli accused her of 
being drunk, she did not get angry. Be- 
cause she was humble, she gently ex- 
plained that she was not drunk, only 
praying in deep grief. What, in verse 
18, shows that Hannah believed God 
would answer her prayer? (She was 
no longer sad and she was able to eat.) 
Yes, Hannah proved by this that she 
was a woman of faith. 

What had she promised God that she 
would do. if He sent her a baby boy? 
(She would give him to the Lord as 
long as he lived.) Right. The Lord 
did send her a son whom she named 
Samuel, which means “asked of God.” 
Read verses 20-22. When Samuel was 
born, did Hannah forget her promise? 
(No.) Now read verses 23-28. Do you 
see how faithful she was? She kept 
her promise to the Lord without the 
slightest change. 

Samuel began work and worship in 
the Tabernacle “being a child.” And 
Hannah prayed a most beautiful prayer. 
Let us read it in chapter 2:1-10. She 
did not have the whole Bible as we do, 
yet she knew many things about the 
Lord and was able to rejoice in the 
Lord and in His salvation. ., 

First Samuel 2:11 says that Elkanah 
went to Ramah to his house. This 
suggests that Hannah stayed in lodgings 

near the little fellow till he got ac- 
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quainted with kind old Eli and felt at 
home in the Tabernacle. But when she 
went home it had to be without the 
little son, who must have been the cen- 
tral object of her life. After that, she 
could only see him once a year. But 
she had promised God before he was 
born that she would give her son back 
to the Lord, and she kept her vow. 

The Lord blessed Hannah with three 
more sons and two daughters, and she 
is forever honored as the mother of 
Samuel, one of the Lord’s most devoted 
servants. See how many of Hannah’s 
characteristics you can name before we 
close. No wonder sermons are preached 
honoring her every Mother’s Day. “A 
woman that feareth the Lord, she shall 
be praised.” 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday Scheel Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A Nst of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy. or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Remember the Vows.—I will pay thee 

my vows, which my lips have uttered, 
and my mouth hath spoken, when I was 
in trouble (Psa. 66:13, 14, Golden Text). 
After the great flood in Dayton, Ohio, 
Many years ago, when many residents 
were driven to the upper floors of their 
homes by the rising waters, there ap- 
peared on the front of one of the city’s 
churches a streamer bearing the words, 
“Remember the vows you made in the 
garret."—Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Rich- 
mond, Kans. 


How Do You Ring?—She . . . prayed 
unto the Lord, and wept sore (1 Sam. 
1:10). Prayer pulls the rope below and 
the great bell rings above in the ears 
of God. Some scarcely stir the bell, 
for they pray so languidly; others give 
an occasional pluck at the rope; but 
he who wins with Heaven is the man 
who grabs the rope boldly and pulls 
continuously with all his might.—From 
C. H. Spurgeon. Sent by the Rev. Guru 
Manickam, Woritr,  Trichinopoly, S. 
India, : 


She Gave Him Long Ago.—I will give 
him unto the Lord all the days of his 
life (1 Sam. 1:11). A friend said to a 
mother, whose son had been appointed 
as a foreign missionary, “I hope you 
will be able to give him up for the 
work.” “Oh,” said she, “I gave him up 
to God in his infancy, but never knew 
until now where God wanted him.”— 
From J. R. Miller. Sent’ by Mrs: B. 
Booth, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. Prize 
illustration, : 

A Kiss That Made a Missionary.—I 


will‘bring him, that he may appear be- 
fore the Lord, and there abide for ever 


. 
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(1 Sam. 1:22). Dr, Joseph Parker once 
said that when Robert Moffat was added 
to the Kingdom of God a whole conti- 
nent was added with him. A mother’s 
kiss did it. He was leaving home, and 
his mother was going with him part of 
the way. At last she could walk no 
farther, and she stopped. “Robert,” she 
said, “promise me something.” “What?” 
asked the boy. “Promise me something,” 
she said again, and he, being a Scot, re- 
plied, “You will have to tell me before 
I will promise.” “It is something you 
can easily do,” she said. “Promise your 
mother.” He looked into her face, and 
said, “Very well, Mother. [I will do 
anything you wish.” She clasped her 
hands behind his head and pulled his 
face down to hers, and said, “Robert, 
you are going out into a wicked world. 
Begin every day with God. Close every 
day with God.” Then she kissed him, 
and Robert Moffat said it was that kiss 
that made him a missionary.—From the 
Methodist Recorder. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Choosing the Forever.—And when she 
had weaned him, she . . . brought him 
unto the house of the Lord in Shiloh: 
and the child was young (1 Sam. 1:24). 

He was so little— 
I can see her stand 
Trembling, reluctant 
To let go his hand. 
Yet she was wise 
Earth ties to sever: 
She chose not now, 
But the forever. 


God give us mothers 
Who will joy to see 
Their sons remembered 
Through eternity. 
—From Helen Frazee-Bower, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by the Rev. 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Seeing the Answer.—I ani the woman 
that stood . .. praying unto the Lord 
(1 Sam. 1:26). When Evangelist Thomas 
B. Rees was holding a series of meet- 
ings in South London, a lady came up 
to him one evening before the meeting 
and asked: “Do you know why I’ve come 
tonight?” “No,” said Mr. Rees. “Why?” 
“I came te see an answer to prayer,” 
she replied. “I don’t think I understand 
you,” was his puzzled answer. The lady 
smiled. “Some few years ago my son 
was at a camp where your brother 
Richard was. commandant,” she said. 
“Your brother asked Jim, my boy, toe 
join him in prayer for his brother Tom, 
and to continue to pray until God 
should answer. Jim came home and 
told me, and I, too, began to pray daily 
that Tom Rees might come to know 
Christ as his Saviour. Later, I learned 
of his conversion, and then that he was 
preaching the Gospel. So today, when 
I was told who it was that would speak 
here tonight, I came to see an answer 
to prayer.” It strikes us that the rea- 
son many of us do not see answers to 
our prayers is that we do not really 
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pray, or if we do pray, it is with too 
much indifference; or too little faith to 
see God work. Do you want to see an 
answer to your prayer? Then pray, and 
trust God.—From the Pilgrim. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


When To Begin Child Training.—For 
this child I prayed; and the Lord hath 
given me my petition which I asked of 
him (1 Sam. 1:27). Blessed is that home 
in which father and mother pray for 
their children already long before they 
are born. Some years ago at a conven- 
tion in a large Midwest city the topic 
for discussion was: When should the 
training of a child for Christ begin? One 
mother said, “I began when my boy was 
six.” Another suggested that seven was 
the proper age. Another volunteered, 
“I began when my child took his first 
step and thus pointed him to Christ, 
and when he began to speak, I taught 
him the name Jesus.” Finally an old 
saint arose and said, “You are all wrong; 
the time to begin to train a child is be- 
fore the child is born.” And that is 
true. Blessed is that child whose par- 
ents have prayed for his coming and 
have prepared their hearts and home 
so that the child might be trained in 
the fear and unto the service of God. 
Blessed that home where the vow- 
prayer has a place, where the family 
dedicates itself to the service of God.— 
From Back to God Hour. Sent by Mar- 
tin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Soripture: 


Hannah Keeps Her Promise 
(1 Sam. 1:21-28; 2:18, 19) 


OW many people can you name in 

Ruth's family? Today our Bible 
album picture of Mother Hannah will 
take us into another family. (Write 
these new names in syllables with ac- 
cents and diacritica] marks: Elkanah— 
husband. Hatnnah—wife No, 1. Penin- 
nah—wife No. 2.) Having two wives 
always makes trouble! Hannah was the 
favorite, but she had no children. Penin- 
nah was always “rubbing it in,” “espe- 
cially once a year when they all went 
to worship the Lord. Probably the 
wives lived separately at home, but: at 
the temple in Shiloh they were all one 
family. 

Going to church once a year in those 
days was different from our worship. 
The building was a tent called the Tab- 
ernacle. The people were not supposed 
to go inside; they stayed ‘in the big 
yard. On the altar a bull or lamb, killed 
and burned, brought forgiveness of sins, 
as a picture of what the Lord Jesus 
would some day do. Every morning 
and evening there was worship with 
praise and prayer when people bowed 
low in reverence. There was also what 
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we might call a thanksgiving picnic. 
People brought animals to kill and eat, 
called peace offerings. The fat and some 
parts were burned on the altar that God 
might share in the feast. The priests 
had some for their part in making the 
sacrifices on the altar. The rest was 
cooked and eaten by the family. 

Elkanah passed helpings to Peninnah 
and each of her children; he passed a 
helping, perhaps twice as large,! to 
Hannah. Peninnah made unkind re- 
marks about the Lord’s not having given 
Hannah any children. Hannah cried 
and would not eat. Elkanah was loving 
and kind: “Hannah, why are you cry- 
ing? Why don’t you eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not better to you than 
ten sons?” After the meal Hannah got 
up, and went over in front of the Tab- 
ernacle to pray. What do you think she 
was praying for? And God answered! 
Before time for worship next year Baby 
Samuel was born. 

When Samuel was weaned at the age 
of two or three, Hannah took him, three 
bulls, a bushel of flour, and a goatskin 
of wine to the Temple at Shiloh. Do 
you know what she did with Samuel? 
She gave him back to God to work in 
the temple under the supervision of 
the old priest Eli. It was a promise 
she had made when she asked God for 
a boy—a vow. She kept her promise. 
As a priest’s helper, little Samuel wore 
a garment called an ephod. Every year 
his mother made him a little linen 
jacket, a bigger one! 

Because Samuel was obedient, he be- 
came a great prophet. But before he 
became a great prophet, he was a little 
boy who did what he was told by Eli, 
then a big boy who did what he. was 
told as he learned to open the doors 
and do the other housework—you would 
call it—around the temple. ‘When ‘he 
was about twelve, he was ready for the 
first thing God asked him to do—a hard 
thing, but he did it—to tell Eli how God 
was going to punish him and his family 
because Eli had not made his own sons 
behave but let them become ‘wicked 
priests. 





1 There is disagreement about the meaning 
of the Hebrew. 
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At what place in the story will you 
picture Hannah? Praying? Then read 
1 Samuel 1:9-11. Giving her son to the 
Lord? Read verses 25-28. Giving Sam- 
uel a new robe? Read 2:18, 19. Dur- 
ing the week I hope you will read all 
the interesting stories about Hannah 
and her boy: 

H annah’s heavy heart (1 Sam. 1:1-3, 
8-18) 
A nswered prayer (vs. 19-28) 
N ow a song of praise (2: 1-10) 
N ‘ews about Samuel (vs. 11, 18-21, 26) 
A messenger for God (3:1-18) 
H earing God's voice (vs. 19-21) 
Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 


By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AVE you ever wished that some of 

the people who lived in the long 
ago could come, back to life and talk 
to us? I wonder what they would say. 
Let. us make believe that Hannah has 
stepped right from the pages of our 
Bible and that she is standing here right 
now. (Teacher: If you do not choose to 
use flannelgraph figures with this lesson, 
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then why not use just one figure of a 
woman? Remove her from the inside 
pages of your Bible—preferably from 
the Book of First Samuel itself, so you 
can show the children where the story 
comes from.) I think she might say 
something like this: 

“I was dreadfully sad. One of the 
worst things that could ever happen to 
a woman had happened to me. I had 
been married a long time, but God had 
not given me any children. My hus- 
band was good to me (1 Sam. 1:5); he 
loved me and I loved him. But, oh, 
how I wanted a son! Often I cried. 
Many times I could not eat (v. 7). One 
year when we went to Shiloh to wor- 
ship God (for in those days we went 
enly once a year—God’s house [the Tab- 
ernacle] was a long way off from where 
we lived), I thought I could not stand 
it any longer. So, when the usual feast 
was over, I went to God’s house. There 
I ‘prayed unto the Lord and cried. I 
promised the Lord that if He would send 
mea son, I would give him back to 
God to serve Him all the days of his 
life. Oh, how I wanted a son! 

“Eli, the man in charge of God’s 
house, apparently noticed that I was 
praying. He saw that my lips were 
moving, but of course I did not speak 
out loud. I was talking only to God. 
So Eli asked what it was that I had 
been praying about. When I told him, 
imagine my surprise when he ex- 
claimed: ‘Go in peace. The Lord God 
will give you the thing you have asked 
for.” God had told him to tell me that. 
Wasn’t that exciting? I tel] you my face 
was never sad after that! And my ap- 
petite came back, too. I believe I must 
have been the happiest woman in all 
the world. The next morning before 
leaving Shiloh, my husband and I once 
again worshiped God. Then we started 
home. 

“I could scarcely wait for the time 
when God’s promise would come true. 
One day, two days . . . a month, two 
months, seven, eight . . . and then, 
finally, just as God had promised, my 
baby son was born. How happy and 
pleased his father and I were! We had 
no trouble deciding on the name for 
that baby. We called him Asked of 
God. That is the same as your word 
Samuel. You need not guess why we 
called him Asked of God! 


“When Samuel was stil] tiny, I began’ 


to tell him about the day he would go 
to’ God’s house, there to live for the 
rest of his life, serving God. Not many 
boys could have that privilege. Of 
course I would have loved to have kept 
him. home with me, for no one ever 
loyed her son more than I loved Sam- 
u¢l., But had I not promised God that 
if-He gave me a son, I would give him 
back to Him? And I could not—would 
not—break that promise. 

““Samuel often asked, ‘Mother, how 
mauch longer do we wait to go to God's 
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house?’ He counted out the days. Each 
day he subtracted one. Finally it was 
down to 47 days, 46 days, 45 days... 
22 days, 21 days ... 3 days, 2 days, 
tomorrow we would go to God’s house! 
There was not very much sleep in our 
house that night, you may be sure. Go- 
ing on such a trip was not the usual 
thing. His father and I were thinking 
how we would miss him. Samuel was 
thinking of the big city and.of his new 
home in God’s house. 

“That morning we started out. We 
had a big lunch packed and I rode the 
donkey. Sometimes Samue] rode with 
me (and I'd hug him very tightly). 
Sometimes Samuel walked. But most 
of the time he ran and hopped and 
jumped. Finally I cried, ‘Samuel, look! 
There is the city. We're almost there!’ 
And for some unexpected reason, a tear 
raced down my dusty face. 

“Soon we were at the Tabernacle— 
the house of God. Samuel was curious, 
He wanted to see everything at once. 
Then we went to Eli. ‘I prayed for this 
boy, you remember,’ I began. ‘And I 
promised that he would serve God all 
the days of his life. So here he is.’ 
At once I was both happy and sad. But 
never, never, never have I been sorry 
that Samuel served God always.” 

LANCASTER, PA. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 583) 
1. Levi (1 Chron. 6:23, 26, 27). 
2: Ephraim (1 Sam. 1:1). 
3. (1) Elkanah (2) Hannah, 


4. Elkanah’s other wife, Peninnah, 
who had children, cruelly reproached 
Hannah, who had no children (vs. 6. 7). 


5. That if God would give her a son, 
he would be given back to Him for per- 
petual service (v. 11). 


6. It signifies the vow of a Nazarite, 
one dedicated to God. This vow could 
be for life, or for a fixed period (see 
Num. 6: 1-21). 


7. The moving of her lips without the 
words being made audible (1 Sam. 1: 13). 


8. Asked of God, 


9. We can only guess, on the basis of 
a statement in the books of the Mac- 
cabees, that he was three years old (v. 
24). 


10. At Shiloh (v. 3). 


ELMuorstT, ILL. 
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Everything in the Christian life 
should be regulated by the principles 
which - lie in the person and cross of 
Jesus Christ; and as they.are so regu- 


‘ lated, one will have discernment, in- 


sight, and __discretion,—W. 


Graham 
Scroggie, D.D. 


oo 
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Was Christ a Jew? 
(Continued from second page) 


(cf. 1 Sam. 24:16). The conclusion is 
therefore inevitable that in Luke we 
have Mary’s genealogy; and Joseph was 
‘son of Heli’ because espoused to Heli’s 
daughter. The genealogy in Luke is 
Mary’s, whose father, Heli, was de- 
scended from David.” 

The Companion Bible (Appendix 99) 
has an ingenious table reconciling the 
two genealogies. It calls that according 
to Matthew “The Regal Legal Line (‘the 
throne of his father David’)”; and that 
according to Luke “The Natural Legal 
Line (‘the seed of the woman’).” Those 
who have access to this Bible will find 
this helpful. (Perhaps it should be said 
that, although the Tres does not agree 
with all the teachings or implications 
of the copious notes in the Companion 
Bible, yet it has found its marginal 
notes on the Hebrew and Greek and 
the 198 Appendixes to be valuable aids 
in understanding the original meaning 
of the text and Bible backgrounds.) 

One other pertinent text, which is 
generally agreed to point forward to 
Christ, is this: “The sceptre shall not 
depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from 
between his feet, until Shiloh come; 
and unto him shall the gathering of the 
people be” (Gen. 49:10). 


Revival in Uganda 
(Continued from page 581) 


doing all they can to break this fel- 
lowship; but in the Chr stian life and 
warfare they are continually exhorting 
each other to stand steadfast and true. 
They know what it is to be kept by the 
power of God through the continuous 
faith in the fact that the blood of the 
Lord Jesus is cleansing them from all 
sin—provided that they walk in the 
light. Should there be darkness of soul 
they know that the cause of that dark- 
ness is sin. When they confess that 
sin to the Lord and are consciously 
forgiven, they love to testify to the 
power of the blood of the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world. 

They literally hate to have any un- 
love in their hearts. Their aim is 
“nothing between” them and their 
Father in Heaven, and “nothing be- 
tween” them and all with whom they 
come into contact. 

Yes! There is such an experience as 
continuous fellowship with God their 
Father and continuous fellowship with 
one another in Christ which results in 
continuous renewal. 

To find this in the heart of Africa is 
to me a cause for great joy and re- 
joicing. These brethren are not con- 
troversialists or separatists. They are 
not out to bring into being another de- 


_ nomination or sect. They each belong 
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to one. or other of the churches in the 
country; but by their character and 
conduct demonstrate that they are “all 
one in Christ Jesus.” 

Pray for them that this simplicity of 
faith, walk, and love may ever be deep- 
ened and strengthened. The joy of the 
witness of these good folk, African and 
European alike, is that they are indi- 
vidually unconscious of the blessing 
that emanates from them; out of them 
literally flows a river of “living water.” 
They have not the remotest idea of 
the power of God that is upon them, 
consequently, all the time, the Lord is 
being magnified and glorified. The 
benediction of their Father in Heaven 
is always upon them and all who come 
into contact with them see and feel 
“the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God the Father, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.” 

May the good Lord who has brought 
these “fellowships” into being here in 
Africa increase them more and more 
throughout the world! 


Kampata, canna, E, AFRICA, 
Dd 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








His Fullness; and New Testament 
Living; and Experiencing God. By Nor- 
man B. Harrison, D.D. (The Harrison 
Service, Inc., Minneapolis 8, paper, 35 
cents each, 3 for $1.) “His Fullness,” 
a study in Christian personality, is 
rich in spiritual blessing. It shows the 
difference between doing and being. 
The failure of popular behaviorism, 
with emphasis on the externals, is 
briefly but strikingly illustrated. There 
is absolute necessity for a new nature 
—“Ye must be born again.” The New 
Testament specializes in the art of 
bringing Christian personality to ma- 
turity, and the present writer is a skill- 
ful guide to its vast riches. A few 
chapter headings, chosen at random, 
suggest something of the contents: “An 
Amazing Possession—Christ In Us”; 
“His Mind-edness”; “His Love-ingness”; 
“A Singing Heart”; “A Truly Christian 
Home”; “Christ-Likeness”; “The Over- 
flowing Life.” A study supplement is 
appended, for use with a class or group. 

“New Testament Living” emphasizes 
the fact that many Christians do not 
realize the privilege and meaning of the 
Inliving Christ. But when they do! 
Some thrilling incidents are quoted. The 
joy of the abiding life runs like a 
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* golden thread through the book. Romans 


is “the must book”; Corinthians—“God 
Sees Three Men”—the natural man, the 
spiritual man, and the carnal man; 
Galatians—saved by grace, live in grace, 
with Christ indwelling and the Holy 
Spirit inworking; Philippians—the truth 
of the “unselfed life” is searching but 
beautiful. This booklet also has a study 
supplement of thirteen studies suitable 
for a class. 

“Experiencing God” is enriched with 
tender personal incidents, in which the 
author testifies to finding God sufficient. 
God Himself is shown to be life’s su- 


preme fact. He is our teacher. How. 


does He teach us? Through suffering 
and through yieldedness. We experience 
God as life, love, and light, and we 
practice His presence. 

The writing throughout these book- 
lets is beautifully clear, vivid, practical, 
and warmly spiritual, and the arrange- 
ment of the material most attractive. 
They are well bound in heavy, decora- 
tive paper binding. 


The Chaos of Cults. A Study in Pres- 
ent-Day Isms. By J. K. van Baalen, 
Th.M. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.95.) Tares are 
today growing very rapidly in the field 
of the world. We cannot root them up, 
but we can recognize their presence. 
The author holds with the late B. B. 
Warfield that there are but two religions 
in the world. The one is autosoterism 
—salvation is from man; the other as- 
cribes to God the entire work of sal- 
vation from the world’s ills. The one 
is Christianity; the other, no matter un- 
der what flag it may sail, is in opposi- 
tion to Christianity. He gives to us a 
careful study of thirteen cults, begin- 
ning with Spiritism and ending with 
Swedenborgianism. Large space is 
given to Mormonism, Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventism, and Jehovah's Witnesses. This 
is a second revised and enlarged edition 
of the book. The plan upon which the 
author builds his work is to take up 
each cult, giving a biographical sketch 
of its leaders, the facts concerning its 
beginning, its principal teachings on 
crucial Biblical doctrines, several quo- 
tations from its writings, and a Biblical 
refutation of its errors. Each chapter 
ends with questions that help the reader 
to think about what he ‘has read. His 
chapter on Unitarianism-Modernism is 
especially valuable. About a third of a 
century ago, John Horsch brought out 
a very valuable source book on “Modern 
Religious Liberalism.” This gave a 
multitude of quotations from Modern- 
ism. Our present volume is of especial 
value because it brings quotations from 
this same class of false teachers, quo- 
tations that are more of our time. The 
closing chapters turn to the truth we 
must hold. ‘The one which shows us 
how to approach adherents of the. cults 
is very practical. Every would-be win- 
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ner of souls should own this fully docu- 
mented work. 


The Rapture Question. By John F. 
Walvoord. (Dunham Pub, Co., Findlay, 
Ohio, $3.) “To restate the reasons for 
the hope of the imminent return of 
Christ to the end that it may prove 
a blessing to the reader” is the declared 
purpose of this volume by the president 
of Dallas Theological Seminary. The 
purpose is realized in a most excellent 
Bible study on the subject of the trans- 
lation of the Church. The pre-tribula- 
tion rapture of the Church is most ably 
defended by a thoroughgoing use of the 
Scriptures. The author does not dodge 
opposing arguments presented by par- 
tial-rapturists, mid-tribulationists,: and 
post-tribulationists. Fifty arguments 
summarizing all that has gone before 
bring the book to a close. The study 
of important words and terms, such as 
“saint,” “Church,” and “Israel,” high- 
light the conclusions at which the 
author arrives. The importance of pe- 
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The whole incredible story of the 
boldest and most dramatic mis- 
sionary exploit in modern times. 


Nothing in modern literature has 
dramatized so strikingly the collision of 
old and new, of darkness and light, as 
this saga of the five missionary martyrs. 

These five men were the first to pene- 
trate the dread land of the AUCA Indians 
in Ecuador with the message of salvation, 
only to be ambushed and slain. 





r. Edman, President of Wheaton 
College, says, “ ‘Through Gates of Splen- 
dor’ proves conclusively that first-century 
devotion to Christ, even to martyrdom, is 
still alive in this mid-twentieth century.” 
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riods in God's program is emphasized. 
This book is a most delightful study 
in the field of eschatology. 


Helping Families Through the’Church. 
Edited by Oscar E. Feucht, (Concordia 
Pub. House, St. Louis 18; $3.50.) Espe- 
cially adapted for pastors and church 
workers, this volume contains the Bib- 
lical teaching on the family, with help- 
ful hints as to how the church may help 
the family to retain Christian princi- 
ples despite the secularizing tendency 
of our culture. The various writers 
contribute many sound psychological 
ideas for improving the counselling and 
guidance ministries of the pastor. Stress 
is laid on the family altar, church at- 
tendance, and obedience to the laws of 
the family that are found in the Bible. 
Questions for further study and help- 
ful bibliography are found at the end 
of each chapter. The contributors are 
members of the Lutheran Church, Mis- 
souri Synod. Their teachings are based 
on the Scriptures, as interpreted by the 
Lutheran confessions. 


“ 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 11 


2. If I Date Outside My Faith 
(2 Cor. 6:14; 1 Cor. 6:14-18; Deut. 7:1-4) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS second in the series “Loyalty to 

My Church” has to do with dating 
outside one’s faith. As with last week’s 
topic, the first in the series, let us keep 
our discussion not so much on the basis 
of loyalty to my church as upon the 
ground of loyalty to my Lord. Indi- 
vidual churches and denominations are 
man-made—sometimes they change, 
sometimes they are faulty and imper- 
fect—and while there is a certain alle- 
giance that we may rightfully have 
toward our church as such, we shall be 
on firmer ground if our conduct is based 
on loyalty to Christ. He charges not 
and His standards are perfect standards. 


Perhaps the principal realm _ that 
comes to the mind of most Protestants 
as “outside my faith” is that of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. But we need to 
see also that there are some individuals 
who have'no faith of any kind, and that 
even among Protestants there are somé 
very marked differences of conviction. 
For example, ‘those who hold to the 
Bible as the inspired Word of God, 
and who believe firmly in the deity of 
Christ; in His bodily resurreetion’ and 
personal’ réturn, may well ¢considér 
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those who do not have such convictions, 
even though they bear the name Prot- 
estant, as “outside my faith” (Gal. 1: 
7, 8). 
ve 
However, before going very deeply 
into the question as to who may be “out- 
side my faith,” it will be profitable to 
have some understanding as to what 
“dating” is and what is its purpose. 
Obviously, it is foolish to assume that 
every date is arranged with a view to 
possible marriage. It is most natural 
that, as boys and girls get into their 
wteens, they should desire and enjoy the 
“company of those of the opposite sex. 
Dating is the logical outcome of this de- 
sire. It is one way to become better 
acquainted with another person, to dis- 


~ eeover mutual interests, to share experi- 


eo°rarea 


“ences, and to have companionship in 
“activities. 
ve 

But one very important fact is often 
overlooked or unheeded by young folks 
as they begin to date. It is the fact that 
friendships formed during this period 
are often very.strong and can, and,often 
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do, lead to real love. Lightheartedly, 
most of us, if we think at all, suppose 
that differences of faith are’ not very 
serious obstacles to friendship or even 
to love. Then suddenly, when damage 
has been done, we wake up to find that 
they can be and often do create major 
problems. Religious convictions can 
bring about, in days when our heads 
are not in the clouds, serious and some- 
times bitter arguments, and when fam- 
ily relationships, church attendance and 
church regulations regarding the rearing 
of children enter the picture, as they 
inevitably do where the Roman Catholic 
Church is involved, we are in for real 
difficulty. 
se 

When two individuals begin to blend 
their lives into one, there are many 
adjustments that must be made, adjust- 
ments of habits, personality, relatives, 
other friends, finances, and the like. 
When we deliberately add to these ad- 
justments a difference in faith, we com- 
plicate all of these other problems. 

se 

Even with those dates that are merely 
good fun and never lead to anything 
more serious, there can be entangle- 
ments and temptations to compromise 
our Christian testimony. Naturally, 
when we accept favors of another, there 
is, or should be, a strong sense of obli- 
gation. This makes it awkward later 
to refuse to participate in some things 
that may be contrary to our Christian 
conviction. For example, when a young 
man has enjoyed the hospitality of a 
young woman’s home, or when the 
young woman has been taken to a con- 
cert or out to dinner, and there follows 
an invitation to attend a movie or a 
dance, there is bound to be embarrass- 
ment if the person so invited has seen 
that ‘such things are contrary to the 
Lord's will; and the temptation comes to 
relax a bit. 

However, each of us naturally thinks, 
at the start, that he or she is strong 
enough to withstand any entanglements 
to which he or she may be exposed. 
The sober fact is, as-can be proved by 
the testimonies of many who have gone 
through this experience, that few are 
strong enough, in themselves, to with- 
stand, and mast do compromise to some 
extent. And if, for some reason, not 
realized at first, ties thus formed must be 
broken, the result is a very painful ex- 
perience. ; 

v3 


For all these reasons, therefore, it 
pays to confine our dating to those 
who have similar Christian standards. 
It is sometimes argued that one has to 
date those of different religious convic- 
tions in order to understand their point 
of view, or to have a well-rounded idea 
of other religions. This is not true. 
You can leafn all you need to know 
a@bout other views and religions with- 
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out exposing yourself to attractions that 
may become entangling. There is too 
much shallow thinking and talk today 
about understanding and appreciating 
other faiths. We do not have to snub 
or repulse those whose faiths do not 
agree with ours, but what is needed to- 
day is a strong conviction, based on the 
Word of God, as to what our Christian 
faith really stands for, and an unwill- 
ingness to compromise that position un- 
der any circumstance, or in order to 
gain the approval of any other indi- 
vidual or to go along with the crowd 
(1 Pet. 3:15; Gal. 5:1). 
* 

Sometimes young people are told that 
by dating one of another faith, or of 
no faith, they can win such a one for 
Christ. This, too, is false. In most cases 
it is far better for one of his or her own 
sex to deal with a young person about 
Christ. If one accepts Christ merely to 
please his or her date, the decision is 
not likely to be a strong one for Christ, 

Ld 

In the final analysis, if we belong to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, our dating, like 
every other activity and thought (2 
Cor. 10:5; Col. 3:2), should be 
brought under His control and di- 
rected by His will. Is it not reasonable 
that He who made us and ordained that 
“it is not good that man ‘should be 
alone” (Gen. 2:18) should be able to 
direct our companionships and good 
times, and eventually to lead us to the 
one. of His choice, who will be able, 
under Him, to make us supremely 
happy? Why not trust Him, then, to do 
just this, and ask His guidance day by 
day and seek in His Word those prin- 
ciples that will help us choose for our 
companions those who will strengthen 
and confirm and bless our Christian 
walk, rather than those who may put 
obstacles in our way for serving the 
Lord Jesus Christ to the fullest extent 
of His plan for us? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Dafly Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sanday School Lesson Committee. 


August 5 to 11 

Mon., Aug. 5.—1 Sam. 1:9-18. 
An Earnest Prayer. 
Prayer Succestions: “She continued 
praying before the Lord.” Prayer should 
be offered to the Lord for our most 
fervent desires and continued on until 
the blessing comes; and, of course, sup- 
plications should be offered in faith and 
within the will of God. Hannah's 
prayers were in keeping with God's 
will. She didn’t stop praying until she 
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was sure God had heard her petitions, 
and then awaited, with the comfort of 
peace, the glorious answer. When your 
desires are for blessings God delights 
to give, pray on and on until He gives 
you the desire of your heart. Pray for 
Pinnacle Camps, R.D., Voorheesville, 
N.Y. } 


Tues., Aug. 6.—1 Samuel 2:1-10. 
Hannah’s Thanksgiving. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My heart re- 
joiceth in the Lord.” Answered prayer 
rejoices the heart, awakens praise and 
thanksgiving, and ends in a sweet song 
of adoration. The best way to have a 
good spirit of praise is to follow good 
Hannah’s method. She asked great 
things of God, expected great things 
from God, and got great things 
from God. You, too, have a.great God. 
Ask great things, like the conversion 
of sinners, especially the unconverted 
members of your family. There is noth- 
ing like the salvation of souls for loosen- 
ing tongues in praise to God. Pray for the 
Victorious “Life Conferences (America’s 

Keswick), Keswick Grove, N. J. 


Wed., Aug. 7.—1 Samuel 2:18-21. 
Hannah’s Love. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “His mother 
made him a little coat, and brought it 
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to him from year to year, when she 
came up with her husband to offer the 
yearly sacrifice.” Hannah brought up 
to. Samuel a seemingly simple gift of 
loving, prayed-over, and probably wept- 
over needlework. However, she had 
previously made God the gift of her 
son, and was now bringing her yearly 
sacrifice, along with “a little coat.” God, 
in His Word, notices this little annual 
gift of needlework as well as the 
other offerings. Let us all remember 
that we are serving a very observing, 
glorious Lord. Pray for North Mountain 
Bible Conference, Red Rock, Pa, 


Thurs., Aug. 8.—1 Samuel 15:17-23. 
Obedience. 


Prayer Succestions: “Behold, to obey 
is better than sacrifice.’ Real obe- 
dience shows itself in the acceptance 
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and observance of the will of God given 
in precept and command, and must not 
be changed into personal; preferential 
sacrifices. Confess your failures before 
God has to chastise you for them; re- 
solve upon full obedience; prepare your 
heart to give Him unrestricted, unre- 
served, undeviating obedience. Keep 
your Saviour’s faithfulness always in 
view. “Looking unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith” is your main 
business in life and,service. Pray for 
the Tri-State Bible Conference, R.R. 1, 
Port Jervis, N. Y. 


Fri., Aug 9.—Prov. 31:25-31. 
A Worthy Woman. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “A woman that 
feareth the Lord, she shall be praised. 
Give her the fruit of her hands; and 
let her own works praise her in the 
gates.” A worthy woman has numer- 
ous excellencies. These are described 
best by the inspired writer of this pas- 
sage of Scripture. The secret of these 
wonderful characteristics is summed. up 
in that one very -neaningful phrase: 
“A woman that feareth the Lord.” And 
of course, “by the fear of the Lord men 
depart from evil” (Prov. 16:6); and it is 
the “fountain of life’ (Prov. 14:27). 
Pray that millions of women may be 
delivered from the power of darkness 
and translated into the Kingddm of God 
(see Acts 26:18). 


Sat., Aug. 10.—Psa. 95. Sing to the Lord. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “O come, let us 
sing unto the Lord.” God directs us 
to come into His presence with a song. 
And let it be with both hymns and Gos- 
pel songs. Hymn your adoration of God, 
and sing thanksgivings; in Gospel songs 
sing out to others the glorious story of 
God's saving’grace. Godward and man- 
ward singing of praises is for all of us 
the will of God. “Enter into his-courts 
with praise.” Pray for Montrose Bible 
Conference, Montrose, Pa. 


Sun., Aug. 11.—Psa. 119:1-8. 
The Law of the Lord. 


PraYeR Sucacestions: “The law of 
the Lord.” Never lose the holy in- 
strument of the Law of God. With- 
out it there can be no sufficient con- 
viction of sin, no exposure of its 
guilt, and no revelation of eternal 
doom. The Law given in the Ten 
Commandments is the basic need of 
every sinner. Unless Sinai is feared, 
Calvary will go unwanted ‘and be 
without due glory. The sinner must 
feel what the blood of Christ saves 
from as well as what it saves to. 
Wesley is reported to have said, “I 
preach the Law of God, and when 
men are well under its condemnation, 
I preach the Gospel of the grace of 
God.” .The Gospel of Christ is sweet 
to sinners doomed to perish. . Pray 
for revival in all evangelical congre- 
gations, 








